Course Outline for English 11: Brit Lit
First Semester

Unit I: The Iliad by Homer (World Literature)

Focus Skills:

Epic

Epic Simile

Theme: Courage
Classification of Characters

Vocabulary

Reading Check

Scene from Troy

Test

Material: Material in Lit book and audio of The Iliad
Unit II: Reflections of Anglo-Saxon Life and reading of the Exeter Book

Focus Skills:

Imagery

Monitor Understanding of Old English Texts

Comparative Studies 

Theme: Isolation
Material : poetry from The Exeter Book in Lit Book (“The Seafarer, “The Wanderer”, and “The Wife’s Lament”) Excerpt from Beowulf
Unit III: English Medieval Literature:The Canterbury Tales by Chaucer
Part A:

Focus Skills:

Characterization

Paraphrase

Vocabulary in context

Tone

Satire

Material: The Prologue (in book) and “The Pardoner’s Tale”, possible 3rd tale from Chaucer
Part B:

English Medieval Lit Continued King Arthur, Sir Lancelot and the Knights of the Round Table

Focus Skills:

First Essay and Revision: topic on  King Arthur 
Examine the steps of the writing process.

Unit from blue Lit books 

Movie:  class pick
Unit IV: Part A: Shakespeare’s Macbeth
Part B: Examining the sonnet through John Donne and Shakespeare
Unit V:  ACT prep unit Part I including grammar lessons and practice tests.  Main focus for the first semester will be the Grammar and Mechanics Section of the ACT exam.

Curriculum Notes: As well as focusing on ACT prep material, students will also develop new vocabulary by working on weekly vocabulary lists.  Vocabulary work will consist of approximately 20% of the semester grade.  

College Preparation and Planning:  Students will be visited by Mr. Scott Fowler and college admission officers in order to start planning for college visits and life after EJHS.  Time will be taken in class to discuss future plans, questions, and concerns that students and parents face.

